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The silence is deafening!

EN 14351 – the Standard they’d all like you to forget.

Much as we are fans about WER’s and the benefits to all concerned, when all is said and done it is only a voluntary exercise, although it seems to be getting massive coverage across the full range of industry journals etc. What is not getting any press or industry debate is the introduction of the Harmonised European Standard EN 14351. For those of you who have not heard of this standard, it affects ALL manufacturers of windows and doors regardless of material. 

It will be mandatory for all manufacturers of windows and doors to comply with this standard on the 1st February 2009, less than 12 months time. There are said to be four times as many window and door frame fabricators as there are insulating glass unit manufacturers. This is a staggering statistic which underlies the enormity of the approaching problem.

Clearly, there must be organisations out there which are fully aware of this standard, especially those representing the UK on the CEN Technical Committee. You may ask yourself why none of these organisations have come back from Brussels and placed articles in the trade press explaining the standard together with the requirements for compliance. If only we could provide a reasonable answer for this silence, however, all we are left with are conspiracy theories.

As Joint Managing Directors of CENSolutions Ltd, the UK’s leading consultancy and testing provider in the fenestration industry, we have made it our mission for 2008 to get the information out to the industry. During January we visited a number of key profile extruders and delivered presentations on this standard. What has amazed and disturbed us is that these key profile extruders are still relatively in the dark about this standard. This is even though they subscribe to UK certification bodies who not only should know of this standard, but who have an ethical responsibility to get the information out to their customers. Sadly this does not seem to be the case; a situation that we find not only totally irresponsible but completely unacceptable. 

There are also many fabricators in a similar situation. They may be operating to BS7412 at present and think that this will be sufficient, however EN 14351 goes far beyond these requirements. The current standards are being adapted to remove any mention of Harmonised European Standards in the vain hope that this will enable them to stand alone. This may or may not be the case, but to totally ignore all the other fabricators who will have to comply with EN 14351 is a disgraceful act of betrayal to this industry. Unfortunately, this is a situation that we have become to know all too well.

The industry has become more aware of Harmonised European Standards of recent years. Initially with EN 12150 – EN 12600 for Toughened Safety Glass (which became mandatory on the 1st September 2006), then the much more publicised EN 1279 for Insulating Glass Units, which became mandatory on the 1st March 2007. In addition, but no where near as well known as the above, is EN 12608, the EN standard for unplasticised polyvinylchloride (PVCU) profile for windows and doors, which became mandatory in 2005.

So what do the manufacturers of windows and doors need to do to become compliant to EN 14351? There are four mandatory requirements as follows; 

· Implement a system of Factory Production Control 

· Identify and document any Dangerous Substances 

· Identify and document the load bearing capacity of safety devices 

· Identify and document Thermal transmittance

These can all be resolved relatively easily by securing the services of an established, well-recognised consultancy company to assist you through the process with due avoidance of the pitfalls. This will ensure that, come 1st February 2009, you will be in a position to CE Mark your products and confidently declare compliance with this standard. One point we know for sure is that, as usual, our European Counterparts are already ahead of the game. Please do not underestimate the threat of EN 14351 compliant products, perhaps manufactured in Eastern Europe, coming into the UK!
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