
	Dear Colleague,


	Glasswire
Bringing you independent news from across the industry
 

Welcome to this week's Glasswire newsletter. This week we are delighted to have Mark Barsby, Technical Manager from Deceuninck Ltd as our guest editor. Mark comments on EN 14351-1:2006, the European product standard for the performance characteristics of windows and external doors, read on to find out more...


Could you be our next Guest Editor? If you are interested in being a Guest Editor for Glasswire then please contact Amy Figgins, amy.figgins@emap.com and let us know what "hot topic" or industry topic you would like to comment on or tell the industry about and why.




	48 days and counting....

	Guest Editor Mark Barsby, Technical Director, Deceuninck comments...

	[image: image1.emf]
Are you aware of EN 14351-1:2006, European product standard for the performance characteristics of windows and external doors? This standard has implications for the fenestration industry supply chain, but particular onerous will be placed on window and door manufacturers. 

As of 14th December, there are only 48 days left to be in a position to comply with this standard. From 1st February 2010 all manufacturers of windows and external doors in the EU MUST demonstrate compliance with the requirements of the Construction Products Directive (CPD). EN 14351-1 is the product standard that gives the manufacturer the means to comply with the CPD and if desired to CE Mark. (Currently, CE Marking is not mandatory in the UK but could affect you if exporting to other EU countries).

EN 14351-1 provides a directory of performance characteristics for windows and external doors -  some of which are mandatory and application in the UK is affected by Building Regulations. These include thermal transmittance, dangerous substances, load bearing capacity of safety devices and ability to release. As well as having test evidence for these characteristics, the standard requires the manufacturer to implement and maintain a Factory Production Control (FPC) System, which is a form of Quality Management System. 

With Approved Document L of the Building Regulations also due to be amended in 2010, which is widely accepted will tighten the requirements of thermal transmittance of windows yet further, the fenestration industry is confronting another challenging year.

Deceuninck has embarked on a testing regime to assist our customers with the mandatory requirements of EN 14351-1, which will ensure that with our support they can comply with  latest legislation. 

Will your business conform to the legislative requirements of 2010? If not, please do not leave it until it's too late.
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