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Fenestration News (Feb) 

Letter to the Editor - from Wayne Rogerson of CENSolutions 

Dear Ian,  

I was so surprised at the news that the Irish Building Regulations have not been brought 

into line with the English Regulations, I felt compelled to put pen to paper.  

The revisions that were implemented to the Building Regulations for England and 

Scotland made a move to tighten legislation around energy efficiency. I know this 

brought with it its own set of problems, debates and discussions but the objective of such 

a change is clearly to improve the overall energy efficiency of our buildings. Even if you 

don‟t believe in climate change, with more expensive fuel and tightening specifications 

continuing to come into play, there is no doubt that more people are opting for the more 

energy efficient alternatives. So whatever we think about how the regulations were 

implemented in England or the process we need to follow to comply with them, we 

should be grateful that our regulations are forcing us to move in line with what the 

homeowner, specifier, architect and house builder want.  

So why then in Northern Ireland, have they left the regulations unchanged at 1.8w/m2k 

for new fittings and 2.0w/m2k for replacement windows? 

Despite the unchanged regulations, we will still be recommending to our fabricator 

customers in Ireland, that they follow the English regulation‟s lead and achieve a 

Window Energy Rating of „C‟ or above that will mean they more than comply with their 

own legislation. Now that the Government has shown its hand and decided not to help 

push our industry forward, the responsibility lies with us to ensure we do just that. We 

can do this by making sure our customers are getting the very latest technologies to future 

proof their homes and allow them to take full advantage of the energy savings they can 

achieve with a higher performing product. Sealed unit manufacturers or fabricators 

selling products to Irish companies also have an opportunity to highlight what extra they 

have to offer the market.  

Yours sincerely  

Wayne Rogerson 

CENSolutions 

 

 



                                            
 

 

Fenestration News (Feb) 

 

CENSolutions Reports Increase in Part 3 Testing 

 

CENSolutions, the leading consultancy and test facility for the window, door and glazing 

industries, has reported a clear trend in more companies submitting sealed units for 

EN1279:3 testing. Wayne Rogerson, Joint Managing Director of CENSolutions 

comments: “We expected this to happen following the implementation of the revised 

building regulations pushing companies towards more energy efficient products, because 

of course Part 3 of EN1279 relates to gas leakage from a sealed unit. Similarly the 

amount of companies looking to submit their units for EN1279:2 testing (moisture 

penetration) is reducing. Although some sealed unit manufacturers, or fabricators making 

their own sealed units, may decide it‟s not worth the time and expense to upgrade their 

products in line with the new regulations, the majority still want to keep control of their 

own destiny. Now approaching our 600th type test, we believe we are the biggest 

provider of Part 2 & 3 type testing in the UK through our preferred Notified Body 

Testing Partner TÜV/TNO in the Netherlands. It‟s interesting to keep track of the number 

and type of tests we have submitted since 2006 as an indication of how things have 

changed. Of the 147 tests we submitted in 2010, just 30 were for Part 2 and 117 were for 

Part 3. Back in 2006 when the testing with TÜV/TNO was established, we conducted 101 

tests for Part 2 in the final six months of the year.  

“Despite these statistics, there still seems to be a lot of confusion in the market about 

what standards companies need to comply with. Sealed unit manufacturers that are filling 

their units with gas need to pass EN1279 Part 3 and all sealed unit companies need to 

pass EN1279 Part 2 and comply with the ongoing requirements as stipulated in EN1279 

Parts 5 & 6. This may require some investment but it might not be as much as some 

sealed unit manufacturers may think. It also may not be as difficult to achieve as some 

perceive it to be. When EN1279 was introduced there were some public discussions 

about how difficult Part 3 in particular was to pass. But suppliers‟ technology and 

expertise have moved on and cost effective support to help ensure, as far as possible, a 

first time pass is now available. It‟s important that we continue to drive our industry 

standards forward, but to do this we must ensure that our products meet, if not exceed, 

existing legislation.” 

 



                                            
 

 

Glazine (Feb) 

 

Dear Nathan 

I was so surprised at the news that the Irish Building Regulations have not been brought 

into line with the English Regulations, I felt compelled to put pen to paper.  

The revisions that were implemented to the Building Regulations for England and 

Scotland made a move to tighten legislation around energy efficiency. I know this 

brought with it its own set of problems, debates and discussions but the objective of such 

a change is clearly to improve the overall energy efficiency of our buildings.  

Even if you don‟t believe in climate change, with more expensive fuel and tightening 

specifications continuing to come into play, there is no doubt that more people are opting 

for the more energy efficient alternatives. So whatever we think about how the 

regulations were implemented in England or the process we need to follow to comply 

with them, we should be grateful that our regulations are forcing us to move in line with 

what the homeowner, specifier, architect and house builder want.  

So why then in Northern Ireland, have they left the regulations unchanged at 1.8w/m2k 

for new fittings and 2.0w/m2k for replacement windows?  

Despite the unchanged regulations, we will still be recommending to our fabricator 

customers in Ireland, that they follow the English regulations lead and achieve a Window 

Energy Rating of C or above that will mean they more than comply with their own 

legislation. Now that the government has shown its hand and decided not to help push our 

industry forward, the responsibility lies with us to ensure we do just that. We can do this 

by making sure our customers are getting the very latest technologies to future proof their 

homes and allow them to take full advantage of the energy savings they can achieve with 

a higher performing product. Sealed unit manufacturers or fabricators selling products to 

Irish companies also have an opportunity to highlight what extra they have to offer the 

market.  

Yours sincerely  

Wayne Rogerson 

CENSolutions 



                                            
 

GGP Bullseye (Feb) 

 

Part 3 rise 
CENSolutions, the consultancy and test facility for the window, door and glazing industries, has reported a 
clear trend in more companies submitting sealed units for EN1279:3 testing. 
 
Wayne Rogerson, joint managing director of CENSolutions commented: “We expected this to happen 
following the implementation of the revised building regulations pushing companies towards more energy 
efficient products, because of course Part 3 of EN1279 relates to gas leakage from a sealed unit. Similarly 
the amount of companies looking to submit their units for EN1279:2 testing (moisture penetration) is 
reducing. 
 
“It’s interesting to keep track of the number and type of tests we have submitted since 2006 as an 
indication of how things have changed. Of the 147 tests we submitted in 2010, just 30 were for Part 2 and 
117 were for Part 3. Back in 2006 when the testing with TÜV/TNO was established, we conducted 101 tests 
for Part 2 in the final six months of the year. 
 
“Despite these statistics, there still seems to be a lot of confusion in the market about what standards 
companies need to comply with. Sealed unit manufacturers that are filling their units with gas need to pass 
EN1279 Part 3 and all sealed unit companies need to pass EN1279 Part 2 and comply with the ongoing 
requirements as stipulated in EN1279 Parts 5 & 6. This may require some investment but it might not be as 
much as some sealed unit manufacturers may think. It also may not be as difficult to achieve as some 
perceive it to be. When EN1279 was introduced there were some public discussions about how difficult Part 
3 in particular was to pass. But suppliers’ technology and expertise have moved on and cost effective 
support to help ensure, as far as possible, a first time pass is now available. It’s important that we continue 
to drive our industry standards forward, but to do this we must ensure that our products meet, if not 
exceed, existing legislation.” 



                                            
 

 

GGP Bullseye (Feb) 

 

 

Out of line 
Wayne Rogerson, CENSolutions, via email. 

Dear Sophie,  
I was so surprised at the news that the Irish Building Regulations have not been brought into 
line with the English Regulations, I felt compelled to put pen to paper. 

The revisions that were implemented to the Building Regulations for England and Scotland 
made a move to tighten legislation around energy efficiecy. I know this brought with it its own 
set of problems, debates and discussions but the objective of such a change is clearly to 
improve the overall energy efficiency of our buildings. Even if you don’t believe in climate 
change, with more expensive fuel and tightening specifications continuing to come into play, 
there is no doubt that more people are opting for the more energy efficient alternatives. So 
whatever we think about how the regulations were implemented in England or the process we 
need to follow to comply with them, we should be grateful that our regulations are forcing us 
to move in line with what the home owner, specifier, architect and house builder want. 

So why then in Northern Ireland, have they left the regulations unchanged at 1.8w/m2k for 
new fittings and 2.0w/m2k for replacement windows?  

Despite the unchanged regulations, we will still be recommending to our fabricator customers 
in Ireland, that they follow the English regulation’s lead and achieve a window energy rating of 
C or above that will mean they more than comply with their own legislation. Now that the 
government has shown its hand and decided not to help push our industry forward, the 
responsibility lies with us to ensure we do just that. We can do this by making sure our 
customers are getting the very latest technologies to future proof their homes and allow them 
to take full advantage of the energy savings they can achieve with a higher performing 
product. Sealed unit manufacturers or fabricators selling products to Irish companies also have 
an opportunity to highlight what extra they have to offer the market. 

Yours sincerely 

Wayne Rogerson 



                                            
 

Glazine (Mar) 

 

Increase in Part 3 testing  

  

CENSolutions has reported a clear trend in more companies submitting sealed units for 

EN1279:3 testing.  

Wayne Rogerson, joint managing director of CENSolutions said: “We expected this to 

happen following the implementation of the revised building regulations pushing 

companies towards more energy efficient products, because of course Part 3 of EN1279 

relates to gas leakage from a sealed unit.  

“Similarly the amount of companies looking to submit their units for EN1279:2 testing 

(moisture penetration) is reducing. Although some sealed unit manufacturers, or 

fabricators making their own sealed units, may decide it‟s not worth the time and expense 

to upgrade their products in line with the new regulations, the majority still want to keep 

control of their own destiny.  

“Now approaching our 600th type test, we believe we are the biggest provider of Part 2 & 

3 type testing in the UK through our preferred Notified Body Testing Partner TÜV/TNO 

in the Netherlands. It‟s interesting to keep track of the number and type of tests we have 

submitted since 2006 as an indication of how things have changed. Of the 147 tests we 

submitted in 2010, just 30 were for Part 2 and 117 were for Part 3. Back in 2006 when 

the testing with TÜV/TNO was established, we conducted 101 tests for Part 2 in the final 

six months of the year.  

“Despite these statistics, there still seems to be a lot of confusion in the market about 

what standards companies need to comply with. Sealed unit manufacturers that are filling 

their units with gas need to pass EN1279 Part 3 and all sealed unit companies need to 

pass EN1279 Part 2 and comply with the ongoing requirements as stipulated in EN1279 

Parts 5 & 6. This may require some investment but it might not be as much as some 

sealed unit manufacturers may think.”  

www.censolutions.com  

 

 

http://www.censolutions.com/


                                            
 

Glazine (Mar) 

 

Dear Nathan 

 

There has been a lot of discussion in recent months, even years, about whether or not CE 

Marking will be mandatory. Finally we have had confirmation. The European 

Construction Product Directive will be changed to the Construction Product Regulation 

and, as a result, from 1st July 2013 it will be mandatory for companies to CE Mark.  

CENSolutions has always stated the official line in as much as the UK had opted out of 

CE Marking. Therefore CE Marking was not law in the UK, but compliance with the 

Construction Products Directive meant it was a legal requirement for companies to 

comply with Harmonised European Standards. 

The CE Mark literally stands for „Conformité Européene‟ or European Conformity and it 

is the manufacturer‟s declaration that the product complies with all essential 

requirements; the declaration is a legal statement, which if proved to be false could be 

legally challenged.  

What this actually means to sealed unit manufacturers, toughened glass processors and 

window and door fabricators is that they will have to prove their compliance to all 

relevant legislation including EN1279, EN 12150 – EN 12600 and EN14351. This isn‟t 

something that can be done overnight at the eleventh hour and there won‟t be schemes 

that industry bodies can implement to offer a quick fix for the short term, as we saw with 

the latest revisions to the Building Regulations – so as an industry we will need to get up 

to speed sooner rather than later.  

CENSolutions has been advising its customers to follow the CE Marking route for some 

time now and have always been disappointed when other figure heads in the industry 

have suggested it hasn‟t ever been necessary and won‟t ever be mandatory. Now we have 

the facts, perhaps we can all start working together to meet the next challenge we face, 

because 2013 will be here in no time at all!  

CENSolutions has eight consultants placed strategically across the UK working with over 

700 customers to ensure they are not caught out by any existing or up and coming 

legislation. CENSolutions‟ expertise and market knowledge, as well as its friendly and 

plain English approach means it played a huge role in helping the industry achieve the 

necessary standards to meet the revised Building Regulations and it will continue to offer 



                                            
 

its support to companies who would rather get ahead of this latest development sooner 

rather than later. 

Yours sincerely 

Wayne Rogerson  

Joint Managing Director 

CENSolutions 
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